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UNIVERSITY STUDENT HOUSING — NATIONAL RENTAL AFFORDABILITY SCHEME 
Statement by Minister for Housing 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Housing) [2.03 pm]: I rise to advise the house that the 
University of Western Australia has recently completed a 500-bed student accommodation project on its campus, 
funded through round 3 of the National Rental Affordability Scheme. University Hall is one of the largest capital 
works projects that the university has undertaken in the past decade. Construction started in October 2011 and 
practical completion was reached in March this year so that students could move into the new building for the 
start of the 2013 academic year. 

UWA has been allocated 1 000 NRAS incentives, with the further 500 rooms to be built in the future. The rooms 
will be allocated to students on low to moderate incomes with other conditions placed on the funding to ensure 
that those most in need will benefit from the scheme. The state government will provide funding of $2 890 per 
unit indexed per year for the next 10 years. The funding provides for a range of students, such as those from low 
socioeconomic backgrounds, Indigenous students, those relocating from rural and remote areas to Perth, students 
with a disability, or women enrolled in non-traditional disciplines, and gives them a place to call home while 
studying. The new accommodation is made up of fully furnished, self-contained and air-conditioned one-
bedroom and studio apartments. The studio apartments have their own kitchen and bathroom, while the one-
bedroom apartments have separate living and bedroom areas, as well as a kitchen and bathroom. University Hall 
also has fully equipped games and media rooms, purpose-built art and music rooms, new function, meeting and 
common spaces, and a fully refurbished dining hall. An onsite cafe is also due to open soon. The new buildings 
provide high-quality, affordable student accommodation on campus.  

Feedback received from residents has been outstanding, with many impressed with the quality of the rooms, fit-
out and facilities. NRAS is a joint state–commonwealth government program introduced in 2008 to increase the 
number of new affordable rental options. NRAS dwellings are made available at 20 per cent below market rates. 
The state government provides a cash incentive annually to property owners under the scheme.  

I congratulate UWA for the delivery of the new 500-bed student accommodation under the NRAS scheme and 
for the high quality of their finish. 
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